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SENATE REJECTS ASSEMBLY BUDGET 
PROPOSALS, FALLOUT RESULTS 

 
The state Senate refused to take up six budget-
related bills that were part of the deal reached in the 
Assembly in late July after the Senate had already 
approved its own budget package.  As a result, 
Assembly Republicans withheld their votes on a 
number of bills in the waning hours of the 
legislative session, forcing some serious 11th-hour 
scrambling for alternative legislative vehicles for 
some proposed laws and the failure to enact others. 
Included in this latter group was a bill (AB 1313 – 
Parra) needed to keep California’s  “Megan’s Law” 
creating a database of registered sex offenders from 
ending at the end of the year. 
 
Last July, the Assembly did not concur with the 
Senate version of the budget but was able to reach 
an agreement after Assembly Democrats conceded 
to additional augmentations and reductions 
demanded by Assembly Republicans, which were 
added to a series of “trailer” bills to the actual 
Budget bill. By then, the Senate had departed 
Sacramento to begin its summer recess.  The Budget 
bill itself was sent to the Governor for signature, 
and the “trailer” bills containing the additional 
provisions were sent back to the Senate for 
concurrence in Assembly amendments, which was 
assumed. 
 
When the Senators returned to Sacramento in mid-
August, however, they ignored the “trailer” bills.  In 
nonpartisan fashion, the Senate took the position 
that the Assembly package had been negotiated 
without its involvement, and they were not duty-
bound to approve any of the measures. 
 
The Assembly Republican response to the Senate’s 
position was to withhold votes for any bill that 
required a two-thirds vote majority.  They held their 
ground on that account with one exception: A 
measure providing compensation to an individual 
who had served time in state prison for a crime of 
which he was later found to have been innocent. 
 
Governor Gray Davis says he will have the 
Legislature reconvene in special session prior to the 
end of the year to keep the "Megan's Law" statute 
from expiring, and Republicans are echoing the call.  
However, it is unclear whether any of the budget 
"trailer" measures will be revisited when the 
Legislature returns to Sacramento in January to 
resume the regular session. 
 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
 
The Legislature approved seven workers’ 
compensation measures on Friday, September 12, 
largely completing the work of a two-house 
conference committee that worked feverishly over 
the final two weeks of the legislative session to draft 
a reform package.  The package won the approval of 
its four Democratic members; the two Republican 
members opted not to sign the conference 
committee report.  
 
The conference committee’s package utilized eight 
of the 19 bills under its jurisdiction . However, many 
of the original provisions of the unused bills also 
made their way into the eight-bill package. 
 
The seven bills approved by the Legislature included 
six bills drafted by the conference committee and 
one measure, AB 1557 (Vargas) that was amended 
on the Senate Floor and added to the package. One 
of the conference committee bills, SB 1071 
(Vincent), was pulled by its author, and another, AB 
968 (Correa), an urgency measure, became 
embroiled in the Assembly Republicans' budget-
related embargo of two-thirds vote bills (see 
previous story) and was rejected.  
 
The overwhelming majority of the reform proposals 
are contained in AB 227 (Vargas) and SB 228 
(Alarcon), co-chairs of the conference committee.  
The other five bills address peripheral or 
administrative issues.  Neither bill garnered a single 
Republican vote on the floor of either house.  To the 
contrary, Republican lawmakers lambasted the 
package for failing to adequately address the 
perceived crisis in the state’s workers’ compensation 
system.  The Republicans also called for the 
convening of a special session to deal exclusively 
with workers’ compensation reform.  
 
Ironically, each house overwhelmingly approved the 
other five measures on bipartisan votes. Governor 
Davis has stated his intention to sign the entire 
seven-bill package.    
 

DEADLINES UPCOMING 
 

• October 7 (Tuesday) – Scheduled special 
election on recall of Governor and, if recall is 
approved, election of a successor.  Two initiative 
measures also on ballot. 

• October 12 (Sunday) – Last day for Governor to 
sign or veto bills. 

• January 5, 2004 (Monday) – Legislature re-
convenes. 
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